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To our Guests: Welcome! 
 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

 
Current Worship Protocols at Messiah 

 
The Lord in his goodness has granted remarkable relief from the 
pandemic over the past three months. This past Christmas COVID-19 
infection rates in Greater Cleveland were at an all-time. Today numbers 
of local infections remain low.   
 
With thanks to God for these gifts, we have revised our pandemic 
protocols at Messiah. As of today— 
 

• Masks are optional. Wear one or not as you prefer. 

• All pews are available for seating. Please be sensitive to the 
comfort levels of the people near you. 

• Singing is permitted. 

• At the sharing of the Peace feel free to greet each other with 
handshakes, though again with sensitivity to any who would 
prefer to wave or nod. 

• We continue to encourage to sensible social distancing.  

• At communion we will continue to use the pouring chalice and 
individual cups. The pastors and servers will make sure to 
sanitize their hands before distributing the sacrament. 

• In all that we do, let’s make it our aim to love each other as 
Christ has loved us all. 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 22 8:30 & 11 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It,” Jeffrey Blersch 

 

Entrance 
 

Confession and Forgiveness Stand as you are able 

Stand 
 

P In the name of the Father, and the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of 
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
Silence is kept for self-examination. 

 
P Most merciful God 

C have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and 
humbly repent.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 
do.  Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!” #377 



4 

 

Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C And also with you. 

 

This Is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, 
and you promise us food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your 
word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and the 
world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 

The Word of God 

First Reading Acts 16:9-15 

9During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia 
pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 
10When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to 
Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good 
news to them. 
   11We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the 
following day to Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading 
city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this 
city for some days. 13On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the 
river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and 
spoke to the women who had gathered there. 14A certain woman named 
Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of 
Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen 
eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15When she and her household were 
baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the 
Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 

The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  67 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

  
Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print and refrain 

 
1May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
2Let your way be known | upon earth, 
  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
3Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity  
        and guide all the na- | tions on earth. Refrain 
 

5Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
6The earth has brought | forth its increase; 
  God, our own | God, has blessed us. 
7May God | give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. Refrain 

 

Second Reading Revelation 1:10, 22—22:5 

10And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high 
mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of 
heaven from God. 
 22I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty 
and the Lamb. 23And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, 
for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24The nations will 
walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25Its 
gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26People 
will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27But nothing 
unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, 
but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
 22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 
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crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the 
middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life 
with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves 
of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be 
found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, 
and his servants will worship him; 4they will see his face, and his name will 
be on their foreheads. 5And there will be no more night; they need no light 
of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign 
forever and ever. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand as you are able 
 

Gospel Acclamation  

 

 
 

Gospel John 14:23-29 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
23Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my 
word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make 
our home with them. 24Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; 
and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent 
me. 
 25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 
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teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27Peace 
I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 
28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If 
you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the 
Father is greater than I. 29And now I have told you this before it occurs, so 
that when it does occur, you may believe.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Burce 

Stand as you are able  
 

Hymn of the Day “God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It” 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshipped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

A Lord, in your mercy. . .  
C Hear our prayer 
 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   

 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
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You may be seated 
 

Offering  “Jesus Medley,” setting by Patricia Sanders Cota (8:30) 

“Shall We Gather at the River,” arr. Jerry van der Pol (11) 
 
If the Lord so moves you, you can make an offering by text to 855-913-1744 or by visiting our 

online giving portal at tinyurl.com/giveMLC 

 
A Merciful Father,  
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us– 

our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
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P Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Communion 

 

 
 

Communion  “Shall We Gather at the River,” #423 

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light,” #815 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 
in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

A We give you thanks almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 
the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy 
you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Sending 

Blessing 

P Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Sending Song “Peace, to Soothe Our Bitter Woes,” #381 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light,” arr. Wayne L. Wold 

  
 

Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License SB131019. 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with License #SB131019.  
“Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!” Text © 1985 Augsburg Fortress; Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House 
“Earth and All Stars,” arr. Jeffrey Blersch © 2006 Concordia Publishing House 
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
“God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It,” arr. Jeffrey Blersch © 2007 Concordia Publishing House 
“God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It,” arr. Kevin Hildebrand © 2000 Concordia Publishing House 
“God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It,” arr. Kevin Hildebrand © 1991 Robert E. Voelker 
“Shall We Gather at the River,” arr. Lynette Maynard © 2008 Augsburg Fortress 
“Shall We Gather at the River,” arr. Jerry van der Pol © 2011 Augsburg Fortress 
“Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen,” arr. Aaron David Miller © 2008 Augsburg Fortress 
"I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light" Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration. 
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light,” arr. Anne Krentz Organ © 2009 Augsburg Fortress 
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light,” arr. Wayne L. Wold © 1998 Augsburg Fortress 

 

 

Serving Today 

Preaching & Presiding Minister – Pastor Burce 
Assisting Ministers – Chris Neumann (8:30); Lindsay Baker (11)  

Acolyte – Hayden Wolf (11) 
Cantors – Darla Neumann (8:30); Brad Paton (11) 

Joy Ringers (8:30) – Directed by Ruth King 
Organist – Connie Triplett 

Deacons – Trish Kvasnicka (8:30); Frank Beodray (11) 
Welcome Team – The Neumann Family 

Altar Guild – Diane Paton, Martha Trapp 
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In our Prayers 

• People who are sharing the good news of Christ with others who 
haven’t heard it. 

• New converts to the Christian faith 

• All who suffered from acts of violence last week 

• Pr. Bridger as he travels on a study leave 

• Teachers and students at Messiah School and elsewhere as they 
conclude their work for the year 

• All who are busy preparing fields for the new growing season 

• In need of healing: Andrew Boraggina, Ed Kirst, Sue Nerlinger 
 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 

May 23—LUDWIG NOMMENSEN, d. 1918, a German Lutheran and pioneer 
missionary to the Batak people of Sumatra.   
 
May 24—the scientists NIKOLAUS COPERNICUS, d. 1543, and LEONHARD 

EULER, d. 1783, who advanced human understanding of God’s creation.   
 
May 27—JOHN CALVIN, d. 1564, a leading figure in the 16th century 
reformation and the father of the Reformed church.   
 

God’s Word for Next Week 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Acts 16:16-34, Psalm 97, Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Technology Manager – Jared Waugaman 

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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